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CHAPTER 8



1. Explain the basic 
principle of research 
ethics.

2. Describe an application 
of the concepts of the 
Belmont Report.

After studying this chapter you will be able to:



➢ Ethics are norms of conduct that distinguish between 
acceptable and unacceptable behavior.

➢ Ethics are the principles and guidelines that help us to 
uphold things we value.

Meaning

✓ Research ethics involves the application of
fundamental ethical principles to a variety of 
topics involving nursing research.
✓ Research ethics educates and monitors a 

scientist conducting research to ensure high 
ethical standards.

Basic Principle of Research Ethics

(Bhole, L.M., 2015) 



➢ Respect and cause no harm to the participants.
➢ It is a professional requirement.
➢ It is a requirement to obtain funding.
➢ Failing to conduct research ethically results in the 

research/ researcher being dismissed or rejected by the 
research community.

Importance of Research Ethics

(Bhole, L.M., 2015) 



❖ Honesty (ความซ่ือสตัย)์
❖ Objectivity (ความเท่ียงธรรม)
❖ Integrity (ความซ่ือสตัย)์
❖ Carefulness (ความระมดัระวงั )
❖ Openness (ความเปิดกวา้ง)
❖ Respect for intellectual property (การเคารพในทรพัยส์ินทางปัญญา)
❖ Confidentiality (การรกัษาความลบั)
❖ Respect for colleagues (ความเคารพตอ่เพ่ือนรว่มงาน)
❖ Nondiscrimination (การไมเ่ลือกปฏิบตัิ)
❖ Social responsibility (ความรบัผิดชอบต่อสงัคม)

Basic Principles of Research Ethics

(Bhole, L.M., 2015) 



Basic  principle of research ethics of the Belmont 
Report are:

❖A way of conducting the research enterprise such 
that the three fundamental principles of research 
(respect, beneficence and justice) are upheld.

❖Ethical research must conform with the national 
and international accords and prescripts.
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The Belmont Report
Principal Application

Respect for Persons - Individuals should be 
treated as autonomous 
agents (Privacy & 
confidentiality)

Informed consent

- Human participants 
should not be harmed 
- Research should 
maximize possible benefits 
and minimize possible risks

Beneficence Assessment of risks 
and benefits 

- The benefits and risks of 
research must be 
distributed fairly

Justice Selection of participants



: Informed consent 

❖ Active process of sharing information 
between the participant and 
investigator 

❖ Beginning with the initial approach to 
the participant and continuing 
(arguably) till the end of the project.

❖ Ensure that: (1) information is fully 
(adequately) disclosed, (2) 
competent participant fully 
(adequately) understand, (3) his 
decision is made voluntarily.

Who should give consent?

• Participant 
• Family member 
• Community leader 

What method?
✓ Voluntary action 
✓ Verbal - written



A “vulnerable participant” is any individual who lacks the 
ability to fully consent to participate in a study.

A vulnerable participant may not be able to read a 
consent form because of illiteracy, low reading 
comprehension skills, and/or not speaking the 
language in which the form is written.

(Bhole, L.M., 2015) 



The categories where the potential for vulnerability exists in 
research (modified from National Bioethics Advisory Committee, Ethical and Policy Issues 

in Research Involving Human Participants. Aug 2001.)

1. Cognitive or communicative vulnerability

2. Prisoners, student/professor relationships, 
and/or employee/employer relationships
3. Abuse victims, doctor/patient relationships, and/or 

Husband/wife relationships

4. A patient 
5. Individuals' economic situation

6. At risk for discrimination based on race, gender, ethnicity, and age

7. The legal right to consent

(Bhole, L.M., 2015) 

https://research.virginia.edu/irb-sbs/doctorpatient-or-client-relationships-research


Risk in qualitative

Focus group VS in-depth interview 
Confidentiality 
Sigma

Community concern
Privacy

Risk in Nursing Research

❑ Physical 
❑ Psychological 
❑ Social 
❑ Economic 
❑ Legal

Quantitative research



Minimizing the risks

• Good exclusion criteria for subjects 
• Patients who may be especially sensitive to the 
harmful effects are excludes. 
• Proper monitoring of research subjects 
• Long term follow-up



Type of Benefits

• Direct benefits 
• Collateral benefits/ inclusion benefits/ 
indirect benefit 
• Hope and other psychological rewards 
• EC/IRBs are not permitted to consider 
payments as a benefit

Maximizing Benefits

• Communication of study results to 
individuals and communities 
• Provision of health care or referral 
system 
• Training of local personnel 
• Technology transfer
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EXAMPLE : INFORM CONSENT



http://dept.npru.ac.th/ecnp/



http://dept.npru.ac.th/ecnp/



Thank you


