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An introduction of literary 
elements

Basic concept of literary 
theories

Literary analysis practice 

in children’s literature



Identify each term of literary 
elements

Retell the concept of literary 
criticism in children’s 
literature

Analyze selected texts by 
applying literary elements and 
theories





Teaching English literature

The evaluation of work and
performance 

Reading and criticizing

Getting it right 



Character

plot

setting

conflict

theme

style

Every story conveys readers to a fictional world. 

All make up their world and express the message that 
writers would like to present their world. 



“Actors" in a story

Events that matter to the 
reader

A portrayal of a friend or
a role model
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Character
&

Emotion
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Character
&

experience
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Characteristic
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Character
&

context







Time

Place

Context

when

wherewhere

What happen
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The setting refers to the 
time, the geographical 
locations, and the 
general environment 
and circumstances that 
prevail in a narrative

Setting
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Integral 

setting

It is fully described in both time and place

It was found in historical fiction.
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Backdrop 

setting

It is often found in folktales. 

It helps to convey a universal, timeless tale.
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Points of  view

It defines as the perspective of 
each character in the story

A narrator in the story

1) a major character
2) a minor character



Internal narrator 

Omniscient narrator 

Limited narrator 



Themes 

Children read fiction for enjoyment

A well-written book may convey a moral 
message

The themes should be based on high 
moral and ethical standards

The theme in children's books should 
be worthy of children's attention and 
convey truth to them



Style

What are appropriate 
words to tell the story?

Why did the author 
choose these words?

What effect was the 
author trying to 
achieve? 

Do children read that 
book easily? 





1. To affirm the perspective and speak 

to what to see in the literature you 

study. 

2. Studying a view different from the 

reader's perspective—not to disagree 

with it, but to understand it—helps you 

understand those who hold that view.
3. Studying a work from more than one 

view gives the reader a deeper 

understanding of the author's work and 

a better appreciation for its richness.

There are advantages to studying 

literary theory. there are several 

benefits



Reading and writing seem 

inseparable, like two sides of 
the same coin. Sometimes we 

even say the three words as if 
they were only one: reading 

and writing. Their connections 

are echoed in the advice every 

successful writer gives 
fledgling ones to “read, read, 

read.” Barnet (2008, p.2) 



Chambers (2006, pp.69-72) 
points out that literary 
theory provides the 
directions for an 
interpretative approach to 
the text. 























Unit summary

Using literary elements to 
investigate the basic concept of 
literary work. It also benefits the 

reader who would like to know 
what the overall of text implies

Thus, if the reader wants to 
improve critical thinking while 
reading, literary theory can 
systematically guide the reader 
to understand the deep meaning 
hidden in the text.



Unit summary

Readers will engage with the 
character or situation mentioned 
in the text—consequently, 
readers access a wide range of 
suspense in the story. 

Finally, the readers will know 
why reading is essential to 
their learning.




