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Course Introduce

people in their future work in the service, or business, as

well as other relevant industry sectors.

Upon completing the program, students will be able to v
o apply their knowledge of Chinese learned in this course to
using their Chinese language skills for daily communication

and learning, as well as to better communicate with Chinese
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Introduce for Unit 3

® Part 1: Text study

> In this course, I will make an overview of Chinese character for you. It is including definition of The
historical development and evolution of Chinese characters, Chinese character strokes, Principles of
Chinese characters writing, etc. Then I will introduce the details of writing Chinese characters.
Finally, I will teach you how to write the simple Chinese characters, then you can practice to write it
by yourselves. After studying this unit you could know the knowledge of Chinese characters, and can

get a way to writing Chinese and an experience from the practice.

® Part 2: Exercises

> Please try to recognize the Chinese script.

> Pleases try to write the Calligraphy of Regular Script by yourself.
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Dyt A BRI R A . EH SRR S AN 2 1305

Chinese characters are the oldest, most widely used, and most
populous writing system in the world.

WO AHTFIN, HEZEEEA) THREIRE. HEE R
2L AR
With a history of several thousand years, their evolution has

mainly undergone a transition from pictographic to
1deographic, and from complex to simplified forms.
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FIEBRKBA] 9 LN OB B The evolution of Chinese character forms can be broadly divided into seven
core stages:

&3 (BE4X) Oracle Bone Script (Shang Dynasty): HE HFjr] Wi E-HI A F . The earliest mature writing

system currently known in China.

£ (B&EVW)E) Bronze Script (Shang to Western Zhou) : #ZITEHias i SCF (X&) . Characters cast

or engraved on bronze vessels (also known as ”“Bell and Cauldron Script”).

ZH (HEEZRM) Seal Script (Western Zhou to Qin Dynasty): ®FERKZEM/INEE, Includes Large Seal Script
and Small Seal Script.

FPE (FEPMAR) Clerical Script (Qin to Han Dynasty): WFEKJES FREEHES A (B “{A” ) . A crucial

turning point in the history of Chinese character development (known as “Clerical Transition” or Libian).

BH (BUEKZES) Regular Script (Late Han to present): HARINKEWHES, W NI FEHIbMETFR. Used
continuously since the late Eastern Han dynasty, it has become the standard script for modern Chinese
characters.

BEH (WKES) Cursive Script (Han to present): AT EEHET =4, EHIEL, SHWEL, BAREREARE,
Developed for faster writing, characterized by connected strokes and simplified structures, with high
artistic value.

T8 (FIES) Running Script (Eastern Han to present: M THPAEPLIE, £HE PSR ZHFEHAE
Positioned between Regular Script and Cursive Script, it is the most widely used script for everyday
writing.
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& X Oracle Bone Script
WHE RN, B ATTETI4R 1T HE .

The earliest Chinese characters are oracle bone

inscriptions which come from the 14th to the
11th century BC.

22| THRHEE L, REEES, LETd9, Sk
/—\Eﬂ‘l

It mostly carved on tortoise shells and animal
bones, it features a high degree of pictography,

fine and slender lines, and a structure that had

not yet been standardized.

Bxm & The Oracle bone inscriptions in the
Shang period

UNIINYIR YT
NAKHON PATHOM RAJAB

1R N Chinese Characters in Pre—Qin Dynasty



15eZR N Chinese Characters in Pre—Qin Dynasty
£ (FmE7AE) Bronze Script (Shang to Western Zhou)

Bz E W e B SCy (RBMR SO, LB X INAIFRE
Wi, FILEMREEREE, FEHGF 51, Characters cast
or engraved on bronze vessels (also known as “Bell and
Cauldron Script”). Bronze script is more balanced and
fuller in form compared to oracle bone script. Its
pictographic nature gradually diminishes, and the
strokes begin to become more symbolised.

VEJE K e S

Great Yu Tripod in the western zhou dynasty

KRB AE

The inscriptions on drum—shaped stone blocks of the
Warring States Period
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2 =N ZFE Chinese Characters in Qin Dynasty

24 (IRBE&EZEA) Seal Script (Western Zhou to Qin
Dynasty)

BWHEEREEF/NEE, Includes Large Seal Script and Small Seal
Script.

RIGEG - EEX Y, MR, XAEPEE Bk
.

Qin Shihuang unified the whole country’ s writing and made
it uniform, which is a great achievement in the history of
Chinese culture.

=G R T R M EE

After unification, the script of Qin dynasty was Small
Seal Script.

INEERU RS RIRTEAL, IR AR E -

Small Seal Script linearized and standardized the strokes
of Chinese characters, and fixed their structural forms.
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3 AW Chinese Characters in Han Dynasty

FH (FREWA) Clerical Script (Qin to Han Dynasty)
WFRESY PR BEEEY S (B “3R48” ) . A crucial

turning point in the history of Chinese character
development (known as “Clerical Transition” or
Libian).

A DUACE A B 514

Clerical Script was a script commonly used in the Han
Dynasty.

KA NDFHE T IR EATE S

Clerical Script determines the basic form of square
characters for Chinese characters.

IR 7 EPRRE L%, AT FENERE, BEEREKR
Mg, 2w 7 AR &, It broke the
rounded, turning lines of Seal Script and transformed
them into square, straight, and flat strokes. This
greatly increased writing speed and laid the
foundation for the forms of modern Chinese
characters.”
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BERH, PEEERT RS, SHR TR, BEREFE.

During the Wei and Jin Dynasties, in addition to
Clerical Script, Chinese calligraphy also appeared in
Semi—cursive Script and Cursive Script.

BH (MARES) Cursive Script (Han Dynasty to
present) : NBE/EEM =L, EHES, SHHZ, EFIR
BRIZ AR, Developed for the convenience of writing,
it features connected, flowing strokes and simplified
structures, and possesses a high degree of artistic
quality.

TH (RWES) Running Script (Eastern Han to
present): M TREPMERZE, BEEBEBEHITESGIN, XF
BEHRngERE, RHERER ZHRFHE. Positioned
between Regular Script and Cursive Script, it combines
the neatness and legibility of Regular Script with the
fluency and convenience of Cursive Script. It is the
most widely used script for everyday writing.

UNIINYIR YT
NAKHON PATHOM RAJAB

Eégféf'
$‘6 =\ '}\‘%

.
Pt

BB TR A A el

-~

R

-
»

=
—

-

'lé.

e -

i
OEESA i

e

R P

(=]



5 FdLEAN = Chinese Characters in Southern and IS,
Northern Dynasties NAKHON PATHOM RAJAB

rA LIS, e TR

During the Northern and Southern Dynasties,

regular script began to appear. " >
A

#bq% (/X;Ezé/\> Regular Script (Late Han to present): ﬁ/fZIKﬁLA ;: %
, BHPH, BERE SRV BRICRKFEBHES 0
i 2
I

}&j’ﬂfﬂ’fﬁ‘//z%ﬁ/]ﬁ‘/ﬁ%ﬁi o Square in form, with straight and NS

even strokes, it has completely moved away from pictosgraphic qualities. Used %

continuously since the late Eastern Han dynasty, it has become the standard

script for modern Chinese characters. ? ﬂ ﬁE]
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6 FEfCF Chinese Characters in Tang Dynasty [y

ARG, SFMPERET KR,

UNIINYIR YT

After the Tang Dynasty, the different script have been developed.

2 TIAR, BHEONTIMETHNFFEILERY . -

SEE T, ERAE, &

R, FETIE, RIFHIRHETFE,

In modern times, regular script has become the common handwritten Chinese

character. Regular script has distinct strokes, regular strokes,

dignified structure, and square shape. It is the standard script of

Chinese characters.

NP:
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2B H) e A D R i/ NEE AL, AR A Ze Bk, BLFERE. B i
RS AN EARIES. A stroke is the smallest connected writing
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unit that forms a Chinese character, consisting of unbroken dot:
and lines. It includes five basic forms: héng (horizontal), shu
(vertical), pié& (left-falling), did&n (dot), and zhé (turn/bend).

G B B W B, $R. 47, H)UREEL. The \ /

traditional classification covers eight types of strokes: didn

(dot), héng (horizontal), shu (vertical), pié (left-falling), na
(right-falling), ti (rising), zhé (turn/bend), and gdou (hook).

EEPIHEREMAE . HEE. AR =FME . Stroke combinations
include three types of spatial relationships: separation (xidng

1i), connection (xidng jié), and intersection (xidng jido).
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=& IH| Chinese character strokes

& didn

b

BT héng zhé

¢7

# héng % shu 18 pié i na E9 shuwan 5ha%a-n‘gou
L , Wi BiIRFW .
bing zhé wia gde 818 shi gou héng zhé gdu shi zhé zhé gbu Ei sho zhé it

0 B | | = e

Bapiedian W8 shati BRifrid FWwingou Hi§xiegou EMIwogou B8 héng gou

<

Hesy

héingpitwingdu  hingthéthithegm  héng zhé wan

1

héng zhé ti

B R R e

B ) Wirs R HiTinm Eire
Wifpiézhé Whéngpié oo hihépié  shi zhé pis

F e T R Y
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%J@Iiﬁﬁ%'@%ﬁ ’ —‘/—\‘_E%%EJ:?\%% @J%;EJ' H‘J@E%ﬂ?% H‘Jﬁ%jﬁ: o Whether the stroke order is

correct or not affects, to a certain extent, both the speed of writing and the quality of the character's form.




WEEEEIRK —MHN General Rules of Stroke Order for Chinese Characters
1. e &fan First pié (left-falling), then na (right—falling), e.g.: AJ\A
2.

3.

Sk 5 a0 First héng (horizontal), then shu (vertical), e.g.: +EF

M _EZ]FHIL0 From top to bottom, e.g.: =i
MAERNGH I From left to right, e.g.: FF|RLHEHIH
SeAbE B First outside, then inside, e.g.: [A][A]H]

e b fa B O] h0 First outside, then inside, then close the seal, e.g.:

Serha] JG I in First middle, then both sides, e.g.: /K

O

.\\\

OEFR
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/X?%@%Jﬂb‘i H‘J%I\?ﬁfmmuwpplementary Rules for Stroke Order of Chinese Characters
1. )I:\T\EJ:%BEZEJ:’ %5)5&@” ﬁﬂ When the dot is at the top or in the upper-left position, write the dot first, e.g. %Zj%j
2 )':\T\EEJ:EZE?E ’ EEJ":\T\@'J ﬁﬂ When the dot is at the upper-right position or inside the character, write the dot last, e.g.: EE&

3. J:E%HJ:E@%:*@ E‘J? ’ %M\E%WU ﬁl] For characters with an upper-right or upper-left surrounding structure, write the outside first, then the
inside, e.g. ¢ ﬁ, }’_“Ié, %

4. EF@; g:l%*@ E‘]? ’ %EE &Mﬁﬂ ﬁl] For characters with a lower-left surrounding structure, write the inside first, then the outside, e.g.: i@ﬁﬁ

5. EFE@; g:l%*@ E‘]? ’ %EE yMﬂ ﬁﬂ For characters with a lower-left and lower-right surrounding structure, write the inside first, then the outside,
eg: XIH|

6. ZEJ:E@?EII:*@ E‘J? ’ %%E 9[*@” ﬁﬂ For characters with an upper-left and upper-right surrounding structure, write the inside first, then the outside,
eg: [AIFHA

7. B ?@; éznk 1;@ E‘]? ’ %LEEEE FWJ ﬁﬂ For characters with an upper, left, and lower surrounding structure (three-sided enclosure open at

the bottom), write the top first, then the inside, then the lower-left part, e.g.: @ @E IX
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After studying this lesson, we can know the definition of The historical
development and evolution of Chinese characters, Chinese character strokes,
Principles of Chinese characters writing, etc. Then I will introduce the details
of writing Chinese characters. Finally, I will teach you how to write the simple
Chinese characters, then you can practice to write it by yourselves. After
studying this unit you could know the knowledge of Chinese characters, and

can get a way to writing Chinese and an experience from the practice.
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