
Unit 1
Context Clues?

Please scan the QR-code for the pre-test.



Objectives of the unit 1

After the lesson, students are expected to:

1. identify the meanings of essential vocabulary;

2. explain key details for reading comprehension;

3. identify the context clues of a text;

4. complete reading exercises and post-reading activities.



Pre-reading activity 



Pre-reading activity 

Instructions:  Look at the photos below and answer the questions.

What is this place?

Who are they?

[https://housing.berkeley.edu/explore-housing-options/residence-halls/stern-unit-4. 2/01/26]



Pre-reading activity 

Instructions:  Look at the photos below and answer the questions.

Have you ever lived away from your family? 

How did you feel? 

[https://www.google.com/search?sca_es. 2/01/26]



Essential Vocabulary 



Essential Vocabulary 

1. dormitory

2. challenge

3. discover

4. explore

5. common

6. brand-name



Crossword Game
Directions: Read the definitions below and complete the crossword 
puzzle.
1. A building where students live and sleep at a university.
2. To find something new for the first time.
3. Well-known clothes, shoes, or things made by a famous company.
4. To travel around a new place to learn about it.
5. Something you can see or find easily in many places.
6. Something new and difficult, but exciting to do.

Source: https://gemini.google.com/app/ea4ee62bfa9315e9?hl=th



Crossword Game
Directions: Read the definitions below and complete the crossword 
puzzle.

Source: https://gemini.google.com/app/ea4ee62bfa9315e9?hl=th



Let’s check the answers.
Directions: Read the definitions below and complete the crossword 
puzzle.

Source: https://gemini.google.com/app/ea4ee62bfa9315e9?hl=th



While-reading activity



While-reading activity

Anna’s new life in a university dormitory

Last month, I moved into a new dormitory as a first-year university student. It was 

my first time living away from my family, so everything felt new and challenging. 

On the first day, I felt frustrated, which means feeling upset or unhappy because I 

could not find my room and did not understand the dorm rules. However, my 

curiosity, on the other word, my strong desire to learn and discover new things, 

pushed me to explore the building and talk to other students.

[https://chatgpt.com/c/695a11b4-7b38-8322-9174-b941f1a99796. 31/12/25]
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While-reading activity

Paragraph 2

I met new friends in common areas such as the study room, laundry area, and 

cafeteria. Some students lived an extravagant lifestyle, is called spending a lot of 

money on unnecessary things like brand-name clothes and expensive snacks. At 

first, I felt a little uncomfortable, but later I learned to accept different lifestyles.

[https://chatgpt.com/c/695a11b4-7b38-8322-9174-b941f1a99796. 31/12/25]
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While-reading activity

paragraph3

Over time, I became more confident. I felt pride, which means a positive feeling 

about my own achievements, because I learned to manage my time, clean my room, 

and live independently. Moving into a new dormitory was not easy, but it helped me 

grow emotionally and socially.

[https://chatgpt.com/c/695a11b4-7b38-8322-9174-b941f1a99796. 31/12/25]
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After reading exercise

1. In the sentence “At first, I felt a little uncomfortable, but later I learned to 
accept different lifestyles,” what does the pronoun “I” refer to?

a). One of the students who lives in the dormitory.
b). The writer who is the first-year university student.
c). The writer’s family that lives in town.
d). A member of the friends who has extravagant lifestyles.



After reading exercise

2. What does the word “frustrated” mean in the sentence, “I felt frustrated, which 
means feeling upset or unhappy…..”?

a) Feeling excited to do something dangerous.
b) Feeling confused but happy to start new life.
c) Feeling upset because something is difficult.
d) Feeling proud of living alone independently. 



After reading exercise.

3. What does the word, “curiosity” refers to in the sentence, “on the other word, my 
strong desire to learn and discover new things”?

a). Fear of meeting new people or strangers.
b). Desire to learn and discover new things.
c). Feeling uncomfortable with others.
d). Interest in spending money and travelling.



After reading exercise :

4. Why did Anna feel frustrated on the first day?

a) She missed her family that lives far away from her.
b) She could not find her room and understand the dorm rules
c) She had no friends that she can talk to at the dormitory.
d) The dormitory was too small and untidy for her.



After reading exercise

5. Where did Anna meet new friends?

a) Only in the classroom where she studies.
b) In the library building near the dormitory.
c) In common areas such as the study room and cafeteria
d) At the department story outside the university.



After reading exercise

6. What skills did Anna learn after moving into the dorm?

a) Playing sports with their friends.
b) Traveling alone and make new friends.
c) Cooking expensive food for herself.

d) Managing time and cleaning the room.



After reading exercise

7. Why did the writer eventually learn to accept different lifestyles?

a). Because all students followed the same rules strictly. 
b). Because extravagant students shared their belongings happily.
c). Because brand-name clothes made life easier at the university.

d). Because living in a dormitory required understanding and adjustment.



After reading exercise

8. What is the suitable main idea of the passage?

a) Living in the dormitories is expensive for students.
b) University life is boring and frustrating for them.
c) Moving into a new dorm is difficult but helps students grow.
d) Students should live extravagantly to make them happy.



Check the answers.

1. In the sentence “At first, I felt a little uncomfortable, but later I learned to 
accept different lifestyles,” what does the pronoun “I” refer to?

a). One of the students who lives in the dormitory.
b). The writer who is the first-year university student.
c). The writer’s family that lives in town.
d). A member of the friends who has extravagant lifestyles.

Answer: b



Check the answers.

2. What does the word “frustrated” mean in the sentence, “I felt frustrated, which 
means feeling upset or unhappy…..”?

a) Feeling excited to do something dangerous.
b) Feeling confused but happy to start new life.
c) Feeling upset because something is difficult.
d) Feeling proud of living alone independently. 

Answer: c



Check the answers.

3. What does the word, “curiosity” refers to in the sentence, “on the other word, my 
strong desire to learn and discover new things”?

a). Fear of meeting new people or strangers.
b). Desire to learn and discover new things.
c). Feeling uncomfortable with others.
d). Interest in spending money and travelling.

Answer : b



Check the answers.

4. Why did Anna feel frustrated on the first day?

a) She missed her family that lives far away from her.
b) She could not find her room and understand the dorm rules.
c) She had no friends that she can talk to at the dormitory.
d) The dormitory was too small and untidy for her.

Answer: b



Check the answers.

5. Where did Anna meet new friends?

a) Only in the classroom where she studies.
b) In the library building near the dormitory.
c) In common areas such as the study room and cafeteria.
d) At the department story outside the university.

Answer: c



Check the answers.

6. What skills did Anna learn after moving into the dorm?

a) Playing sports with their friends.
b) Traveling alone and make new friends.
c) Cooking expensive food for herself.

d) Managing time and cleaning the room.

Answer: d



Check the answers.

7. Why did the writer eventually learn to accept different lifestyles?

a). Because all students followed the same rules strictly. 
b). Because extravagant students shared their belongings happily.
c). Because brand-name clothes made life easier at the university.

d). Because living in a dormitory required understanding and adjustment.

Answer: d



Check the answers.

8. What is the suitable main idea of the passage?

a) Living in the dormitories is expensive for students.
b) University life is boring and frustrating for them.
c) Moving into a new dorm is difficult but helps students grow.
d) Students should live extravagantly to make them happy.

Answer: c



Post-reading activity 



Do you live in a dormitory?

Let’s interview your friends how do they feel when moving to the new dormitory.

-What is the name of your dormitory?

-How did you feel when you first moved in?

-How did you adjust yourself after that?



Do you live in a dormitory?

Let’s check your friends’ answers after the interview.

-What is the name of your dormitory?

=The name of my dormitory is Green Residence, which is located near the 
university campus.

-How did you feel when you first moved in?

=When I first moved in, I felt frustrated and nervous because everything was new 
and unfamiliar to me.

-How did you adjust yourself after that?

=After a few days, I adjusted myself by exploring the building, learning the dorm 
rules, and talking to other students.



Reading Strategy Practice: a Context Clue



What is a context clue?

• A context clue is a direct statement of the meaning of an unknown 
word. It may be a formal definition of the word or its description in 
simpler terms. Words or phrases used as signals to introduce the 
definition can be, “is”, “are”, “means”, and “refer to”. (Pookcharoen, 
2017, p.1)

• Using context clues to give readers definitions of the new words can 
appear in a sentence, or a phrase. In stead of looking up words in the 
dictionary, readers should learn how to get the meaning of the difficulty 
words by figuring out the ‘context clues’.



Context clues

Context clues are usually appeared on the texts variously:

1. Definition clues: the meaning is explained directly

e.g., “I felt frustrated, which means feeling upset or unhappy.”

  e.g., “A dictionary is a book that explains word meanings for students.”

      e.g.,  “An island, a piece of land surrounded by water, can be very beautiful.”



Context clues

1. Definition clues: the meaning is explained directly

             unknown words                   meanings

     e.g., “I felt frustrated, which means feeling upset or unhappy.”

  e.g., “A dictionary is a book that explains word meanings for students.”

      e.g.,  “An island, a piece of land surrounded by water, can be very beautiful.”

      The definition clues:   means   /   is   / ,__,



Context clues

Context clues are usually appeared on the texts variously:

2. Restatement or synonym clues: the word is explained using similar 
words
    e.g., “The test was difficult, or very hard, for the students.”

    e.g., “She felt joyful, in other words, happy, when she heard the news.”

    e.g.,  “He was exhausted; it is also called very tired, after working all day.”

    e.g., “An extravagant lifestyle, is called spending a lot of money on unnecessary 
things.

    



Context clues

2. Restatement or synonym clues: the word is explained using similar 
words

                         unknown word    similar words    

    e.g., “The test was difficult, or very hard, for the students.”

    e.g., “She felt joyful, in other words, happy, when she heard the news.”

    e.g.,  “He was exhausted; it is also called very tired, after working all day.”

    e.g.   “An extravagant lifestyle, is called spending a lot of money on unnecessary 
things.”

 The definition clues:   or  /  in the other word  / it is also called



Practice about the context clues.



Instructions: Read the statements and find out the context clues and meanings of 
the difficulty words correctly.

1. Nutrients are substances that help the body grow.

2. The influenza is also known as flu.

3. Feeling proud of the achievements is called pride, especially after years of hard 
work.

4.  A custom or a traditional practice is something people do again and again.

5. A ceremony means a special event to celebrate or honor something important.

6. Anna is independent, which means she  can make a decision without help from 
her parents. 



Check the answers.

1. Nutrients are substances that help the body grow.

2. The influenza is also known as flu.

3. Feeling proud of the achievements is called pride, especially after years of hard 
work.

4. A custom or a traditional practice is something people do again and again.

5. A ceremony means a special event to celebrate or honor something important.

6. Anna is independent, which means she can make a decision without help from 
her parents. 



Practicing about the context clues.



Instructions: Read the following the passages and identify the 
meanings of words.

Passage 1 

A healthy lifestyle refers to the way people live to stay healthy. It means making good 

choices every day, or choosing habits that are good for the body and mind. They should also 

exercise regularly and get enough sleep. Living healthily helps people feel strong, relaxed, 

and ready for daily activities. One important part of a healthy lifestyle is having a regular 

routine. A regular routine refers to doing the same activities each day. People who live this 

way feel energetic, in other words, full of energy and ready to work, study, and enjoy daily 

activities well.

[https://chatgpt.com/c/6959c904-2338-8321-94db-98b867faf697.31/12/25]



What are the context clues and definitions?

Passage 1.

A healthy lifestyle refers to the way people live to stay healthy.                    

It means making good choices every day, or choosing habits that are 

good for the body and mind. They should also exercise regularly and get 

enough sleep. Living healthily helps people feel strong, relaxed, and 

ready for daily activities. 

[https://chatgpt.com/c/6959c904-2338-8321-94db-98b867faf697.31/12/25]



What are the context clues and definitions?

Passage 1.

One important part of a healthy lifestyle is having a regular routine. A 

regular routine refers to doing the same activities each day. People 

who live this way feel energetic, in other words, full of energy and 

ready to work, study, and enjoy daily activities well.

[https://chatgpt.com/c/6959c904-2338-8321-94db-98b867faf697.31/12/25]



Directions: Read the following the passages and identify the meanings 
of words.

Passage 2.

A volunteer is called a person who helps others without payment. This person works for free or gives time 

and effort to help the community. In other words, a volunteer helps because they want to help. 

Volunteering is important because it supports society and helps people learn new skills and feel proud of 

themselves. Volunteers are generous people, not selfish ones. A generous person is someone who likes to 

share time, money, or help with others. A selfish person, or someone who only thinks about themselves, 

does not like to share. Volunteering helps people develop, which means to grow and improve skills over 

time. These qualities show how helping others can change people in positive ways.

[https://chatgpt.com/c/6959c904-2338-8321-94db-98b867faf698.31/12/25]



What are the context clues and definitions?

Passage 2.

A volunteer is called a person who helps others without payment. This 

person works for free or gives time and effort to help the community. In 

other words, a volunteer helps because they want to help. Volunteering is 

important because it supports society and helps people learn new skills and 

feel proud of themselves. 

[https://chatgpt.com/c/6959c904-2338-8321-94db-98b867faf698.31/12/25]



What are the context clues and definitions?

Passage 2.

Volunteers are generous people, not selfish ones. A generous person is someone 

who likes to share time, money, or help with others. A selfish person, or someone 

who only thinks about themselves, does not like to share. Volunteering helps people 

develop, which means to grow and improve skills over time. These qualities show 

how helping others can change people in positive ways.

[https://chatgpt.com/c/6959c904-2338-8321-94db-98b867faf698.31/12/25]



Let’s do the post-test!



Post-test

1. What is a context clue?

a) A word that is difficult to pronounce.

b) Information that explains grammar rules.

c) Information in a text that helps explain a word.

d) An illustration that is provided in the books.

 



Post-test

2. Which phrase is often used to show a definition?

a) because of

b) is called

c) instead of

d) as a result



Post-test

3. In the sentence “A mother sang a lullaby, which means a soft 
and gentle song, to help her baby fall asleep” what is, “lullaby”?

a) A loud song for celebration.

b) A story told before bedtime.

c) A soft song sung to make a child sleep.

d) Music played for dancing.



Post-test

4. Which sentence gives a context clue for the word nutrition?

a) Nutrition is important for human’s lives.

b) Nutrition is studied in schools and universities.

c) Nutrition, which refers to the food the body needs, is essential 

for health.

d) Nutrition can be changed from time to time.



Post-test

5. Which word helps the reader guess meaning?

a) however

b) although

c) refers to

d) quickly



Post-test

6. Why are context clues useful?

a) They make reading slower to get the meaning.

b) They help readers guess meanings of new words.

c) They fix readers’ problems about grammar.

d) They are about how to look for words in the dictionary. 

 



Post-test

7. Which sentence best shows a meaning context clue?

a) A doctor is a person who treats sick people.

b) Exercise improves people’s health gradually.

c) Exercise such as swimming and jogging helps the heart.

d) Exercise is difficult and tiring for students.



Post-test

1. What is a context clue?

a) A word that is difficult to pronounce.

b) Information that explains grammar rules.

c) Information in a text that helps explain a word.

d) An illustration that is provided in the books.

 Answer: c



Post-test

2. Which phrase is often used to show a definition?

a) because of

b) is called

c) instead of

d) as a result



Post-test

3. In the sentence “A mother sang a lullaby, which means a soft 
and gentle song, to help her baby fall asleep” what is, “lullaby”?

a) A loud song for celebration.

b) A story told before bedtime.

c) A soft song sung to make a child sleep.

d) Music played for dancing.

 Answer: c



Post-test

4. Which sentence gives a context clue for the word nutrition?

a) Nutrition is important for human’s lives.

b) Nutrition is studied in schools and universities.

c) Nutrition, which refers to the food the body needs, is 

essential for health.

d) Nutrition can be changed from time to time.

 Answer: c



Post-test

5. Which word helps the reader guess meaning?

a) however

b) although

c) refers to

d) quickly

 Answer: c



Post-test

6. Why are context clues useful?

a) They make reading slower to get the meaning.

b) They help readers guess meanings of new words.

c) They fix readers’ problems about grammar.

d) They are about how to look for words in the dictionary. 

 Answer: b



Post-test

7. Which sentence best shows a meaning context clue?

a) A doctor is a person who treats sick people.

b) Exercise improves people’s health gradually.

c) Exercise such as swimming and jogging helps the heart.

d) Exercise is difficult and tiring for students.

 Answer: a



End of the unit 1

• For more practices, please scan the QR code!
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